
                                    
 

 
 
 

 

West University Place – August 30, 2013 – The Friends of West University Place Parks 

Fund, Inc. celebrated the unveiling of the new Donor Recognition Wall on August 29.  

This new permanent structure sits in the West University Place Rec Center lobby and 

showcases the over 4.5 million dollars in donations over Friends history.  Friends is a 

volunteer based 501 (c) (3) organization that is dedicated to raising funds for the 

renovation, expansion, development and improvement of parks and green spaces in the 

neighborhood parks of the City of West University Place.   

Friends is passionate about recognizing its donors and the Donor Recognition Wall is 

the perfect mechanism to recognize 22 plus years of giving history, as well as satisfies a 

long term need to pay tribute to donors in a lasting and public way.  The recognition wall 

concept is a professional and esteemed way to acknowledge the history and recognize 

donors that have made West University Place parks what they are today and will also 

create greater fundraising potential for the future.   The Donor Recognition Wall was 

funded by Friends.  The construction of the wall was cost effective yet is made of high 

grade materials, quality craftsmanship and is consistent with the architecture, color 

scheme and theme of the Rec Center. 

The Donor Wall recognizes historical donors, present donors, premier donors and long 

term givers.  The Wall also showcases Friends’ primary events, such as Father’s & 

Flashlights and Park Lovers’ Ball and provides a brief history and overview of Friends 

along with photographs.  Currently there are 55 individual donors and 51 corporate 

donors showcased on the wall.  To keep the wall interesting, appealing and current, it 

has both static and dynamic elements.  The wall will be updated every two years. 

 

The Donor Wall has been a dream of Friends since 2010.  It was an idea spearheaded 
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by Friends former Chair, Leah Ragiel.  Through the dedication of many Board Members 

and Advisory Board Members, this dream became reality.  Ting Bresnahan, a member 

of the Board, was instrumental in the research and data compiling of the Wall.  She 

commented “I think it is a nice representation of how much Friends has grown from a 

grassroots efforts to a real fundraising arm for West U parks.  To have it showcased in 

the Rec Center lobby is awesome, as a huge recent effort had been made for the 

funding of the Rec Center.” 

Steve Primrose, Friends Advisory Board Member, was the driving force behind the 

planning and completion of the Wall along with the assistance of many, especially that 

of Friends’ Executive Director, Donna LaMond.  Mrs. LaMond recounts “the donor wall 

is something that has been on Friends’ radar for many years.  A long term way to 

recognize our donors has been a high priority and it is so wonderful to see it finally 

happen.  It is important to us that our donors realize just how special they are and how 

grateful Friends remains to them.  This is a small, but what we hope is an effective way, 

for us to express that gratitude on a permanent basis.” 

When asked what it means to be honored on the wall, former longtime Board Chair, 

Joni Hruska Fichter replied, “The wall is a summation of the decades of commitment 

that many have made to our parks.  Those who founded Friends over 20 years ago 

gave us the foundation on which to build and we’ve exceeded all expectations and we 

continue to set high goals for each upcoming year!  The donor wall design is such that 

we are able to recognize donors of the future, as well, so join us and be a part of the 

legacy Friends leaves with each new park development.  The true honor is not the 

name on the wall, but rather the friends we make through the years as we enhance our 

community for all to enjoy!” 

This wonderful celebration was also a time for Friends to recognize and thank Direct 

Energy for their commitment to Friends as the 2014 Corporate Sponsor.  Direct Energy 

has been Friends’ top corporate sponsor for the past three years, and received 

recognition on the Donor Wall for their donations of over $150,000 during this incredible 

partnership.  Mr. Monte Beck, Chief Marketing Officer, Direct Energy, and Nancy 

Pinsent Nunnery, Partnership Marketing, Direct Energy, were on hand to join in the 

celebration of the unveiling and for the announcement of Direct Energy’s continued 

support of West U parks. 

The private event also served to kick off Friends’ largest fundraising event, Park Lovers’ 

Ball.  Board members and City Council Members and longtime Friends’ donors were 

treated to an original song, written and performed by Elizabeth Karkowsky, “It’s up to 



you Park Lovers Ball”, sung to the familiar tune of “New York, New York”.  The theme of 

this year’s Park Lovers’ Ball is I Love West U Parks.  This ever-popular and highly 

anticipated annual event will be held on February 8, 2014 at the Royal Sonesta Hotel.  

This year’s Co-chairs, Megan and Drew Morris, Kara and Dax Sanders, and Nancy Kate 

and Mark Prescott have been planning and working on the PLB 2014 since May 2013 

and it promises to be an amazing evening. 

 

### 

The Friends of West University Place Parks Fund, Inc. is a volunteer based 501(c)(3) 
organization dedicated to raising funds for the renovation, expansion, development and 
improvement of parks and green spaces in the neighborhood parks of the City of West 
University Place.  The board is appointed by City Council and raises money through foundation 
grants, citizens’ bequests, memorials, special events and various other programs and events 
including partnerships with local businesses.  
 


