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Friends of West University Place Parks Fathers & Flashlights 
11th Annual Campout Celebrates Another Neighborhood Success! 

                 

West University Place – October 26, 2017 – The 11th annual Fathers & Flashlights 
urban campout was held on Saturday, October 21 and Sunday, October 22 on the fields 
surrounding West University Elementary School. 527 children and 248 dads camped 
and 248 volunteer moms took part in this unique and wonderful neighborhood urban 
camp out.  
 
Special thanks to the 2017 Fathers & Flashlights co-chairs, The Moorhead, Williams 
and Woody Families, for planning and organizing a tremendously successful camp out 
and fundraiser.  The event raised $127,000 for West U parks!  The Saturday afternoon 
temperatures were unseasonably warm, but that did not stop campers and all from 
having a great time.  Tents were pitched and a wide-range of activities began at 
3:30pm.  DJ wonder Tommy Blaze helped get the party started in the afternoon and had 
kids of all ages dancing throughout the evening.  The campout included a dazzling 
magician show by Carter Blackburn, Catch-and-Release Fishing, T-shirt Tie Dye 
Station, a new bungee run and palm tree playground, and many other fun activities.  We 
were also able to cheer the Astros on to victory that night as well.  None of this would 
have been possible without our wonderful underwriters and sponsors.  A special thanks 
to Camp Founder and title sponsor of the event, The Woman’s Hospital of Texas 
Pediatric Center. 

  
 
Dinner was from Fajita’s A Go Go, Chick-fil-A at Holcombe and Buffalo Speedway, 
LaFresca Pizza and James Coney Island. Goode Company also supplied refreshing 
soft drinks and bottled water.  Delicious Tiny’s No. 5 chocolate chip cookies topped off 
the evening for dessert. The Houston Astronomical Society provided telescopes and 
viewing assistance for the campers to stargaze before lights out. 
 
Generous breakfast donations for Sunday morning were a tasty treat for the campers 
who enjoyed breakfast goodies from Shipley Donuts and Kolache Factory. A storm blew 
in just as campers were leaving the fields adding some extra excitement to the morning. 
Morning coffee for the dads was generously provided by Starbucks.   
 
Thank you to ALL of the underwriters, sponsors, and in kind donors, plus the many 
volunteers and staff who make this event possible each year.  Thank you to Camp Boss 
Conway MacKenzie.  Other generous contributors included:  Children’s Memorial 
Hermann Hospital, Fajita’s A Go Go, Laura Mayer Cyprow and Kristine Martinez/John 
Daugherty Realtors, Maggie Garza/John Daugherty Realtors & Elizabeth Borski/Old 
Republic Title, Fathers & Flashlights 2017 Chairs, Heidi Dugan/Greenwood King 
Properties, Chick fil-A Holcombe and Buffalo Speedway, Anthology Counseling and 

 
Press Release 
For Immediate Release 



Wellness, Butler-Cohen Design Build, Elite Care Emergency Rice Village, Jason Westin 
for Congress, Lauren DeFrehn Photography, Tiny’s No. 5, YAGO, The Field Family, 
iKids, Village Plumbing & Air, The Flores Family, The Freeman Family,  The Gilder 
Family,  The Jackson-McClellan Team at Cornerstone Home Lending, Presmer/The 
Popov Family, Rice Village Animal Hospital, Charter Title, Goode Company 
Restaurants, Shipley Do-Nuts, Texas Citizens Bank and The Sahely Family.  Thank you 
also to our event photographer, DeAnna Villalobos of Dezign Machine. A photo link is 
available on the Friends website, westuparks.org. 
  
For a complete listing of Fathers & Flashlights underwriters and sponsors, please visit 
westuparks.org.  The chairs are also grateful to the West U Parks and Recreation 
Department for their tremendous support. 
 
Planning for Fathers & Flashlights 2018 is already underway.  We are excited about the 
co-chairs putting together another extraordinary community event that families 
anticipate each fall and that many regard as the “best day of the year!”  
 

### 
The Friends of West University Place Parks Fund, Inc. is a volunteer based 501(c)(3) 
organization dedicated to raising funds for the renovation, development and 
improvement of parks and green spaces in the neighborhood parks of the City of West 
University Place.  The board is appointed by City Council and raises money through 
foundation grants, citizens’ bequests, memorials, special events and various other 
programs and events including partnerships with local businesses.  
 
 


